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Washington’s Leaky Education Pipeline



Improvements Going backwards
 Third grade reading levels 

increased
 Increased access and quality to 

ECEAP
 State began phase-in of all-day 

kindergarten

 Fewer licensed child care 
facilities

 Decrease in accredited child 
care centers

No change
 Compensation for child care providers and early education teachers 

has held steady with inflation
 Little expansion in higher education programs needed to provide 

additional training for child care providers and early education 
teachers

Invest in early learning



Invest in early learning



Ensure every child reads by third grade. 



Raise the bar — for everyone

Improvements Going backwards
 Percentage of 7th graders 

meeting reading, writing and 
math standards increased

 Increased number of National 
Board certified teachers

 BEFTF proposed revised 
definition of basic education

 Slight increase in high school 
dropout rates

 Percentage of 4th and 10th 
graders meeting reading, 
writing and math standards 
decreased slightly

No change
 No significant progress in retaining teachers in the workforce
 Large mismatch between teacher and student demographics
 No educator data system to track the number of teachers teaching 

classes outside their endorsement area



Raise the bar — for everyone
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Focus on math, science
and engineering

Improvements Going backwards
 SBE adopted new high school 

graduation requirements, 
including Algebra II

 Increased 5th, 8th and 10th grade 
met standard rate in science

 Slight reduction in community 
college math remediation rates

 Percentage of 4th graders 
passing the Math WASL 
decreased

 Compared to other states, 
Washington’s use of and access 
to technology in schools ranks 
toward the bottom

No change
 No significant progress on closing the math achievement gap
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Prepare every student for
college, work and life

Improvements Going backwards
 SBE adopted new high school 

graduation requirements, which 
align with college and 
workforce standards

 Increased college participation 
rates among African Americans

 Slight increase in CTE programs

 Annual student debt increased
 College going rates among 

Latinos and Native Americans 
decreased

 Businesses reported increased 
difficulty finding qualified 
workers

No change
 No change in bachelor’s degree completion rates for first-generation, 

full-time students
 No significant change in overall college remediation rates



Prepare every student for
college, work and life
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More Investments, More Accountability

Improvements Going backwards
 Voters passed EHJR 4204, 

allowing levies to pass with a 
simple majority vote

 BEFTF proposed revisions to 
educator compensation

 Legislature passed the 
Educational Data and Data 
Systems bill

 Gap between the national 
average and state K-12 per-pupil 
spending continues to grow

 Increase in the number of school 
districts in financial distress

 Widening gap between national 
average and state teacher 
compensation

No change
 No change in reducing class sizes
 No significant change in reducing the student-counselor ratio



Washington’s Per-Pupil Expenditures 
Compared to the National Average

After implementation of the 
Basic Education Act in 1977, 
total Washington K-12 
spending per pupil, from all 
sources, peaked at 13 
percent above the national 
average. This was a level 
typical of the 1960s. In 1992-
93, Washington’s K-12 
spending equaled the 
national average and by 
2005-06 it fell to 13 percent 
below the national average.

Source: National Center for 
Education Statistics
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