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Old Capitol Building, Room 253 
P.O. Box 47206 

600 S. E. Washington 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

 
 
 

May 13-14 2010  
Meeting Highlights  

 

On May 13-14, the State Board of Education (SBE) met in Spokane, Washington, at Educational Service 
District 101, to: 
 

 Welcome new student Board member Jared Costanzo (eastern Washington 
representative). 

 Examine the origins of the meaningful high school diploma work and receive an update on 
the most recent data. 

 Review the recently-completed work of the Core 24 Implementation Task Force (ITF). 

 Review the mathematics standards setting process for grades 3-8. 

 Review the Race to the Top Assessment Grant. 

 Receive an update on the Race to the Top Application process and Washington State’s 
Education Reform Plan. 

 Receive an update on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
and the implications for the SBE Accountability Index. 

 Discuss the implications of the 2010 session budget and key legislation. 

 Continue the process of strategic planning. 

 Celebrate the top videos from the 2010 student video contest. 
 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTIONS  

 
The Board approved the following:  

 Minutes from the March 17-18 Board Meeting. 

 The math standard setting plan for the new math assessments for grades 3-8. 

 Board Chair Sign-off of Washington State’s Race to the Top Education Reform Grant 
Application with the following conditions: 
 

1. The Race to the Top application clearly shows: 
a. How the state education agency will organize itself to implement the state’s 

education reform plan; and 
b. How the state will organize the overall governance structure to oversee the 

execution of the state’s education reform plan. 
2. The Race to the Top application contains clear baseline information, action 

strategies, and ways to measure progress for each of the state’s four major reform 
goals. 

3. A final state education reform plan complete with implementation detail will be 
completed by September 15, 2010 with a more robust engagement with our 
stakeholders. Work plan tasks and timelines will be signed off by each member of 
the steering committee prior to the Race to the Top application sign-off. 

 Board Chair Sign-off of Washington State’s Race to the Top Assessment 
 Grant Application  

http://www.sbe.wa.gov/
http://www.esd101.net/esd101/site/default.asp
http://www.esd101.net/esd101/site/default.asp
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/2010.04.16%20Jared%20Costanzo%20Media%20Release%20(1).pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=35
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=38
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=52
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=53
http://www.waracetothetop.org/
http://www.waracetothetop.org/materials.htm
http://www.waracetothetop.org/materials.htm
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=54
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/2010.02.01%20accountability%20index%20update.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=105
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=121
http://www.youtube.com/sbeweb
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=21
http://www.waracetothetop.org/
http://www.waracetothetop.org/
http://www.waracetothetop.org/


 

SBE Meeting                                                                       May 13-14, 2010 

 

Page 2 of 3 

 Colton, Elma, Granite Falls, Oakesdale, Riverside, Rosalia, St. John-Endicott, and White 
Pass School Districts’ requests for waivers from the 180 school day requirement for the 
number of days and school years requested in their applications to the Board. Note: The 
Board will advocate for funding to the Quality Education Council for three state 
professional days as part of the revisions to basic education funding. 

 Evergreen School District of Clark County as being in compliance with the basic education 
allocation entitlement requirements for the 2009-10 school year. 

 
ORIGINS OF THE MEANINGFUL HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA - UPDATE 
 

Board staff provided a review of the impetus for the Board’s work on a meaningful high school 
diploma and shared stakeholder concerns with the initial Core 24 framework.   
 

FINAL REPORT OF THE CORE 24 IMPLEMENTATION TASK FORCE 
 

SBE assigned the Core 24 Implementation Task Force (ITF) to provide recommendations with 
analyses of advantages and disadvantages related to the implementation of the Core 24 
framework. The Task Force was also asked to provide recommendations with analyses of 
advantages and disadvantages related to other relevant issues the Task Force identified and to 
gather feedback from the field on Core 24 perceptions, concerns, and support. In addition, SBE 
asked the Task Force to look at the issue of automatic enrollment and to recommend a process 
connected to the High School and Beyond Plan for students to elect and formally declare a 
college or career emphasis if they want to elect an alternative to pursuing the default college- and 
career-ready requirements. 
 
Representatives from the Task Force presented their findings and phase-in recommendations for 
a Core 24 framework.  
 
A special work session will be held on June 15 for the Board to review the ITF recommendations 
more thoroughly and discuss next steps for the Core 24 framework to prepare for their July Board 
meeting. 

 
MATH STANDARD SETTING PLAN FOR GRADES 3-8 AND RACE TO THE TOP 
ASSESSMENT GRANT 
 

SBE is required, under RCW 28A.305.130(4)(b), to develop performance standards and levels for 
the mathematics Measurement of Student Progress 3-8. To develop these standards and levels, 
SBE will receive recommendations from OSPI in August 2010.  
 
SBE also reviewed the assessment grants available as part of the Race to the Top federal 
program. The Department of Education outlined specific assessment protocols for states wishing 
to procure the grant. A key component of these assessment protocols is to ensure valid 
assessments centered on the common core standards, resulting in data that can be easily 
compared between participating states. 

 

RACE TO THE TOP UPDATE AND THE WASHINGTON EDUCATION REFORM PLAN  
 

Washington is preparing a Round Two application for Race to the Top, which is due June 1, 
2010, to the U.S. Department of Education. Winners for Round Two will be announced by 
September 30, 2010. Race to the Top grants will reward past accomplishments and incentivize 

http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=38
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=38
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/initiatives.html?tab=1&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/initiatives.html?tab=1&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/initiatives.html?tab=1&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/initiatives.html?tab=1&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/default.html?tab=4&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/Task%20Force%20Members.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=38
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/initiatives.html?tab=1&panel=2#TabbedPanels1
http://www.mrsc.org/mc/rcw/RCW%20%2028A%20TITLE/RCW%20%2028A.305%20%20CHAPTER/RCW%20%2028A.305%20.130.htm
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/MSP.aspx
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=53
http://www.waracetothetop.org/materials.htm
http://www.waracetothetop.org/materials.htm
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=53
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/index.html
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future improvements. SBE staff provided Board Members with an update on Washington’s 
application process and on the Washington State Education Reform Plan, a key component of 
our application. 

 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION REAUTHORIZATION AND U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION OF SBE ACCOUNTABILITY INDEX 
 

Board members received an update on the reauthorization process of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. SBE staff also reviewed its feedback from the U.S. Department of 
Education in regards to the SBE Accountability Index. 

 
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE ACCOUNTABILITY (SPA) UPDATE (RECOGNITION FOR 
ACHIEVEMENT GAP AWARDS) 
 

SBE reviewed several System Performance Accountability recommendations for improvements to 
the Washington Achievement Award system. 

1. Add two rewards for closing the achievement gap: one for socioeconomics and one for 
ethnicity.  

2. No school should receive an overall excellence if that school has a socioeconomic or 
racial/ethnic achievement gap. 

3. Create an Improvement Award. 
4. Recognize schools that receive multiple years of awards. 

 
WRAP UP FROM 2010 SESSION: BUDGET AND KEY LEGISLATION 

 
SBE staff shared a review of the education expenditures/cuts and education-related legislation 
that evolved from the 2010 Legislative Session.  

 
SBE STRATEGIC PLANNING CONTINUED 

 
The Office of Financial Management requires each state agency to submit a strategic plan by mid 
June, prior to their budget submittal to the Governor, for the following biennium. Berk and Associates 
will assist SBE with a strategic plan for the 2011-13 biennium. This strategic planning process will 
help guide the Board’s priorities for the next two to four years.  

 

2010 ARTS IN EDUCATION STUDENT VIDEO CONTEST 

 
Staff shared some of the outstanding videos from the 2010 arts in education student video 
contest. The top entries are available on the SBE website, and all submissions are available for 
viewing on the SBE YouTube channel.  
 

 
The next State Board of Education meeting will be in La Conner, Washington, on July 13-15, 2010.  
 

 
For additional information and Board meeting materials, go to: www.sbe.wa.gov  

or call the Board office at: 360-725-6025. 
 

http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=53
http://www.waracetothetop.org/materials.htm
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=54
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=54
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/2010.02.01%20accountability%20index%20update.pdf
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=57
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=62
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=62
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=105
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/
http://berkandassociates.com/
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/May%202010%20Board%20Packet.pdf#page=121
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/sbeweb
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/

