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Washington’s High School Graduates
College and Career Ready?

Requirements Don’t Cause Dropouts 1

Reasons for dropouts based on 2008-2009 
Core Student Records System Data for 6,622 
of the 16,415 student dropouts.

Subject 2013 State-mandated
minimum credits to 
graduate from high 
school

2012 HECB-mandated
minimum four-year public 
college admission credit 
requirements

English 3 4

Math 3 3-4 (requires Algebra II)

Science 2 (1 lab) 2-3 (2 labs)

Social Studies 2.5 3

Arts 1 0-1

World Language 0 2

Health & Fitness 2 0

Occupational Ed. 1 0

Electives 5.5 0

Total 20 15-16

Washington’s Graduation Requirements 
Don’t Align with the HECB CADRs

Fewer Black, Hispanic, and American 
Indians Meet HECB CADRs 2

College 
Ready

K-12 / 4-year 
College 

Alignment

College 
Knowledge

Applied 
Knowledge

Cognitive 
Skills

Self 
Management 

Attributes

Attended school 4 years, 
did not continue 

Lacked progress/poor 
grades

School not for me/stayed 
home

Married/family support, 
or child related

Offered training/chose 
to work

Left to earn GED

Expelled/suspended/
drugs and alcohol

Dropped out for other 
unknown reasons

Washington Doesn’t Measure Up 3

Washington’s national rank:

43rd in high school graduation (class of 2006).

46th in the chance of college by age 19.  Note: 
Washington “peaked” in 1992, when 44.5% 
of students went directly to college from 
high school.  In 2008, that number was 
34.9%.

42nd in college participation rates for students 
from low-income families.

Not All Students are Prepared For 
College-Level Work 4

2008-2009 Preparation for Community and 
Technical College (Students Enrolling Directly 
Out of High School)

% Taking Pre-College Math 48%

% Taking Pre-College Writing 18%

% Taking Pre-College Reading 10%

% Taking Any Pre-College 54%

$17.2 million in student expenses alone 
for remedial coursework. 
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Trend Toward for Those with only a High 
School Diploma and More Jobs for Those 
with at Least Some College 5

Career 
Ready

Academic 
Skills

Employability 
Skills

Technical 
Skills

Today’s Jobs Require More Abstract Than 
Routine Tasks 6

Approximately 83%  
require some sort of 
postsecondary training.

Most Jobs are Going to Require Some 
Postsecondary Training 7


