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State Board of Education Awards Innovation Waivers to Two Washington Schools  
 
Olympia, WA – On February 23, The Washington State Board of Education awarded the state’s first 
Innovation School Waivers to districts for two Washington public schools: Odyssey High School in the 
Highline School District and Stewart Middle School in the Tacoma School District. 
 
Both Stewart and Odyssey have submitted plans outlining how they will use their Innovation School Waivers 
to positively impact student achievement. 
 
“The Innovation Waivers represent a pilot process,” said Ben Rarick, Executive Director. “We hope that both 
Odyssey and Stewart will chart a way forward, serving as a model for how schools can use innovation to 
dramatically improve student achievement.” 
 
Stewart Middle School and Odyssey High School represent two of the twelve schools or districts that have 
applied for the Innovation Schools / Zones distinction. The 2011 Legislature, through HB 1521, authorized the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction to identify an Innovation School / Zone.  The following table lists all of the 
schools that applied to OSPI for consideration as an Innovation School / Zone. 
 

School Grades Served 

Riverpoint Academy (Mead School District) 11-12 

Toppenish High School and Middle School 
(Toppenish) 

6-12 

River Homelink (Battleground) K-12 

Vancouver School of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (Vancouver) 

6-12 

Tacoma School District (Tacoma)  

Baker Middle School (Tacoma) 6-8 

Bryant Montessori (Tacoma) K-12 

First Creek Middle School (Tacoma) 6-8 

Foss High School (Tacoma) 3-12 

Stewart Middle School (Tacoma) 6-8 

Odyessy High School (Highline) 9-12 

Three Rivers Homelink (Pasco) 6-8 

 
Innovation Schools / Zones had the option of seeking a State Board of Education flexibility waiver from Basic 
Education program requirements. For example, schools could apply to operate on a school year calendar 
different from the typical 180-day calendar, or use performance-based assessments rather than credits as a 
prerequisite for high school graduation. 
 
Stewart Middle School received a waiver from the 180-day school year calendar. OdysseyHigh School 
received a waiver from both the 180-day school year calendar and from the credit requirements for 
graduation. 
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Though the Innovation Waivers run for as long as six years, both schools will be required to report their 
progress annually to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Failure to show progress in student 
achievement could result in the loss of the waiver or the removal of the Innovation School / Zone distinction. 
 
 
Contact: 

Aaron Wyatt 
Communications and Legislative Director 
Washington State Board of Education 
(360) 430-1656 
 

########### 
 

About the State Board of Education: The State Board of Education provides advocacy and strategic 
oversight of public education. The Board is comprised of 16 members: five are elected by school board 
directors, seven are appointed by the Governor, two serve as student representatives, and one serves as a 
private school representative. The Superintendent of Public Instruction is also a member. The Board’s 
recent work includes the approval of a new career and college-ready graduation requirements framework 
and developing the first Washington state intervention policy into our persistently lowest-achieving 
schools. 

 

 
 
 


