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Title: Final consideration – Legislative Priorities 
As Related To:   Goal One: Effective and accountable P-13 

governance. 
  Goal Two: Comprehensive statewide K-12 

accountability.  
  Goal Three: Closing achievement gap. 

  Goal Four: Strategic oversight of the K-12 
system. 

  Goal Five: Career and college readiness 
for all students.  

  Other 
 

Relevant To 
Board Roles: 

  Policy Leadership 
  System Oversight 
  Advocacy 

 

  Communication 
  Convening and Facilitating 

 

Policy 
Considerations / 
Key Questions: 

The Board will consider its final list of legislative priorities for the 2013 Legislative Session 

Possible Board 
Action: 

  Review     Adopt 
  Approve     Other 

 
Materials 
Included in 
Packet: 

  Memo 
  Graphs / Graphics 
  Third-Party Materials 
  PowerPoint 

 
Synopsis: The Board will consider legislative priority statements in the following areas: 

1. Career and College-ready graduation requirements 
2. Accountability system development 
3. Protecting school days and the 180 day calendar 
4. Compulsory school attendance 
5. Alternative Learning Experience 
6. High school exit exams/graduation requirements 
7. Full funding of basic education 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



           

1 The Washington State Board of Education 

Governor Gregoire’s Proposed 2013-15 
Operating Budget 

 
 

Highlights & Key Takeaways 

 
Ben Rarick, SBE Executive Director 

January, 2013 

 



           

2 The Washington State Board of Education 

Important Things to Know 
Governor’s 2013-15 Proposed Budget 

• What's the “budget problem statement”? 

• What new revenues to support K-12 education? 

• How does Book 1 differ from Book 2… and why 
do we care? 

• Major new enhancements in K-12 

– How are SBE Initiatives Impacted? 

 



           

3 The Washington State Board of Education 

Budget “Problem Statement” 

“How much more money do we need to support our existing 
programs and services in state government?” 

 
• Governor’s Book 1 Budget - $900 million 

– Translation: “We need $900 million just to follow current law” 
– Includes things like: 

• Caseload increases (more kids, more poverty, etc.). 
• I-732 COLA increases (required by law). 
• The end of temporary salary reduction – state 

workers. 
 



           

4 The Washington State Board of Education 

Governor’s Budget 
“Book 2” 

• Governor’s Book 2 Budget - $2.6 billion 
problem statement 
– Translation: “We need $2.6 billion to follow current law AND 

make significant investments in education.  We will come up with 
this by adding revenue, and reducing certain costs” 

 
– Includes things like: 

• $1 billion in K-12 (Presented as McCleary down payment) 
• $400 million in other policy additions 
• $882 million in ending reserves 

 



           

5 The Washington State Board of Education 

Major Enhancements to K-12 Education 



           

6 The Washington State Board of Education 

Major New Revenues to Support  
K-12 Education 



           

7 The Washington State Board of Education 

• State Accountability Systems, School Improvement, & 
Required Action. 

• No Dedicated State Funding 
• “Lab Schools” Added 

 
• Career/College-Ready Graduation Requirements 

• No implementation Language 
 

• Extra instructional time (1080 hrs) in grades 7-12 
• No implementation language. 

 
 

SBE Issues of Concern 



      Old Capitol Building, Room 253 
P.O. Box 47206 

  600 Washington St. SE 
Olympia, Washington 98504 
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2013 Legislative Priorities 

(Discussion draft) 
 

The State Board of Education will make final consideration of the following legislative priorities for the 
2013 Legislative Session at its January meeting. 

 
 Implementation of Career and College-Ready High School Graduation Requirements: 
 
Priority:             Provide direction and support to the Legislature in phasing in 24-credit graduation 

requirements as required by law.  Support the recommendation of the Joint Task 
Force on Education Funding to phase in adequate funding to support 
implementation of the Career and College-Ready Graduation Requirements for the 
Class of 2018.  Support funding for an increase in instructional time in grades 7-12 
for the 2014-15 school year. 

 
Background:    This will set the state on a course for meeting the basic education requirement of 

“instruction that provides students the opportunity to complete twenty-four credits 
for high school graduation,” and create a framework around which the Legislature 
can build the funding allocations to support full implementation of ESHB 2261. 

 
Implementation of a unified state accountability system, using the revised Achievement Index: 
 
Priority:             Request funding and legislation, as necessary, for continued implementation of a 

unified state accountability system, as established in E2SSB 6696 (2009).  Support 
state funding to provide school improvement services to low-performing schools, 
regardless of federal title 1-eligibility.  Support the use of the revised Achievement 
Index as the primary means of school recognition and identification of schools in 
need of assistance, as well as candidates for the Required Action (R.A.D.) process.   

 
Background:    This recommendation advocates for “Phase II” implementation of the accountability 

system recommendations established in E2SSB 6696 (2010), including the use of 
the Achievement Index as successor to federal Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
measures. 

 
Strengthening the 180-Day School Year: 
 
Priority:            Request legislation to strengthen the 180-day school year calendar by seeking a 

minimum school day definition, and/or limits on half days.  Seek funding to support 
educator professional development, ensuring that such services do not come at the 
expense of 180 full instructional days.  Additionally, seek statutory changes to 
achieve consistency in what constitutes instructional time for the purposes of 
satisfying the 180-day and 1,000 hour statutory minimum requirements. 

 
Background:    This change seeks greater consistency with the definition of “instructional hours” in 

the same chapter of law, eliminates the need for districts to seek waivers for this 
purpose, resolves the conflict between the WaKIDs mandate and the basic 
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education statute, and recognizes the value of parental involvement to student 
achievement. This change reduces local incentives to schedule large numbers of 
partial days, protects the integrity of the minimum 180-day school year, and 
promotes instructional quality for children. 

 
Compulsory Age of School Attendance: 
 

Priority:             Support legislation lowering Washington’s minimum compulsory age of school 
attendance to six. 

 
Background:    Washington is one of two states with a compulsory starting age of school 

attendance of eight. The U.S. average compulsory age is six. Legislation has been 
offered to lower Washington’s compulsory age, including two bills introduced in the 
2011-12 Legislature. 

 
Blended Learning and ALE Funding: 
 

Priority:             Support a funding change for the next biennium that restores full funding for 
blended learning programs, with necessary provisions for program and fiscal 
accountability, and to support OSPI in development and advancement of an ALE 
proposal to meet these goals. 

 
Background:     Blended learning is a form of alternative learning experience (ALE) consisting of a 

mix of online delivery of content and content delivered at a supervised brick-and-
mortar location away from home. The use of blended learning models in 
Washington is impeded by the reduction in funding for ALE enrollments made by 
the Legislature in 2011. 

 
Required assessments for high school graduation: 
 

Priority:             (TBD at January meeting) 
 
Background:     The Board continues to hold authority for establishing graduation requirements and 

making recommendations on the overall assessment system, pursuant to 
28A.305.130 (4)(b) & 28A.655.070 (3)(a). 

 
Full funding for basic education, as required in the McCleary court ruling and the Washington State 
Constitution: 
 

Priority:             Support funding and implementation of the new program of basic education 
established ESHB 2261 and SHB 2776 and identification of sustainable revenue 
sources which can ensure ample provision for K-12 schools over the long-term.   

 
Background:     This remains consistent with the Board’s long-term commitment to implementation 

of the funding and programmatic elements of ESHB 2261 and SHB 2776. 
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