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  Goal Four: Strategic oversight of the K-12 
system. 
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Policy 
Considerations / 
Key Questions: 

The Board will consider its final list of legislative priorities for the 2013 Legislative Session 

Possible Board 
Action: 

  Review     Adopt 
  Approve     Other 
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  Memo 
  Graphs / Graphics 
  Third-Party Materials 
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Synopsis: The Board will hear an update of the proceedings and Final Report of the Joint Task Force on 

Basic Education Funding. 
 
The Task Force Report is not complete as of the publication date of this Board packet.   A report 
will be made available upon publication.   
 
Included in the packet is a copy of the Supreme Court’s December 20th order, declaring that “The 
state’s first report (of progress on responding to McCleary) falls short”   
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Joint Task Force on Education Funding - Update 
 
Policy Consideration 

 
At its final meeting December 17th, Joint Task Force on Education Funding concluded its scheduled 
public meetings.  At this meeting, the Task Force voted 6-2 on a “spending plan,” as well as a 
“revenue plan,” the details of which are included below. 
 
As of today’s date, The Task Force’s Final Report has not yet been published, but is scheduled to be 
available prior to the Board’s January meeting in Tumwater.  The Final Report will be sent 
separately as it becomes available. 
 
At its January meeting, the Board will be asked to consider a legislative priorities statement 
supporting continued implementation of basic education programs, as required by the McCleary 
Supreme Court decision.  The Task Force was charged with developing a revenue system to 
support phased-in implementation of those programs. 
 

Summary  
 

Spending plan 
 
The spending plan, reflecting a 2017-19 biennial commitment of nearly $4.5 billion, was represented 
as follows: 

 
 
It is noteworthy that the Task Force included $140.4 million in the 2013-15 biennium – the budget 
the current legislature is writing -- for a category they called “Career and College Readiness” (see 
arrow indication). This included funding both for the additional 80 hours of instructional required for 
grades 7-12 in ESHB 2261, as well as additional funding for counselors to support implementation of 
the Career and College-Ready Graduation Requirements adopted by the State Board of Education. 
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One issue of contention among Task Force members in consideration of this proposal was which of 
these programs were within the purview of the Task Force’s statutory assignment.  Representatives 
Gary Alexander and Kathy Dahlquist argued that salary enhancements, accountability, Common 
core, and career and college-ready funding fell outside of the specific requirements of the Task 
Force’s statutory charge. Instead, they argued that the Task Force should limit itself to the four 
primary enhancements listed at the top of the chart: Pupil Transportation, K-3 class size, 
Maintenance, Supplies, and Operating Costs (MSOC), and Full Day Kindergarten. 
 
Revenue plan 
 
The revenue plan could be described as a series of revenue options.  The list included a wide range 
of revenue alternatives, ranging from variations of the ‘property tax swap’ idea originally offered by 
Representative Ross Hunter and Senator Joe Zarelli, to the retention of certain existing taxes 
(including the beer tax and Business/Occupation Surtax), as well as the addition of new taxes, such 
as an excise tax on capital gains, and use of the transportation budget (and associated, dedicated 
revenue sources) to cover K-12 pupil transportation. 
 
On the requirement of identifying a reliable and dependable revenue source for basic education, 
House Bill 2824 required that the Task Force “recommend one preferred alternative, including an 
outline of necessary implementing legislation.”  It is unclear how the various options voted on at the 
final meeting will produce a preferred alternative in the final Report. 
 

 
 

Republican members of the Committee declined to vote for the list of revenue options list supported 
by the Democrats on the Committee.  Instead, they offered a separate proposal, outlining a 
spending plan that would be supported without new taxes.  The central premise of the proposal was 
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to fund K-3 class size and full day kindergarten first in the sequence of program enhancements 
required by House Bill 2776, and also to “Fund Education First” – funding the public schools budget 
fully prior to providing funding for any other program or service in the state budget.   
 
The text of the correspondence is included below: 
 

 
 

 
Action  

 
As part of final consideration of legislative priorities for the 2013 legislative session, the Board will 
consider motion language supporting continued implementation of basic education programs, as 
required by the McCleary Supreme Court decision.   
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Joint Task Force on Education Funding 

Update on Deliberations & Final Report 
January, 2013 
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2 The Washington State Board of Education 

• Two Major Components 
– Adopted a spending plan 
– Adopted a list of revenue options 

 
• SBE Initiatives Discussed: 

– Career and College-Ready Graduation Requirements 
– School accountability issues 

JTFEF Final Report 
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Task Force – Adopted Spending Plan 
-Supports Class of 2018 Graduation Requirements (H.S. hours start in 2014-15) 
-Supports state school improvement efforts (Phase II of 6696) 



           

4 The Washington State Board of Education 

Accountability, Evaluation, & Common Core  
Proposal Details 



           

5 The Washington State Board of Education 

No Preferred Revenue Option Was Identified 
Included was a list of funding options, with wide ranges 
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Comparing the JTFEF Report to  
the Statutory Charge 

The Task Force’s Duty, Per Report 

The Task Force’s Recommendations, Per Report 
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JTFEF Discussions & Report 
Some Key Takeaways for the SBE 

“Career & College Ready” package discussed by the Task Force was 
more than just 24 credits. 

– Additional 80 hours of instruction at the high school Level 
– Additional counseling support 
– LAP, bilingual & parent engagement 

 
Class of 2018 are freshmen in 2014-15, which means this biennial budget. 
 
Significant interest in state accountability systems among JTFEF 
members of both parties.  Issue this session? 
 
Plans to “grow our way out” of our school funding problem are difficult to 
conceptualize. 
 
 
 



           

8 The Washington State Board of Education 

Can we grow our way out? 
Keeping non-K12 programs flat over time (and dedicating revenue growth to K-12) 
doesn’t mean non-K12 spending stays flat. 
 

Upshot? “It costs 
a lot to stand still” 

Source: JTFEF workpapers/ 
presentation; prepared by legislative 
fiscal staff 
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