
• Earning credits in dual 

enrollment courses                                   

A     I      T     P

• Application to and 

enrollment in 

postsecondary                        

A     I      T     P

Attainment 

• Successful completion 

of college- and career-

ready course of study                                   

A     I      T     P

• Participation in AP, IB 

and dual enrollment                         

A     I      T     P

• Performance on aligned 

assessments early in high 

school                        

A     I      T     P

• Grades*                        

A     I      T     P

• Meeting standards on 

anchor assessment                       

A     I      T     P

• Postsecondary 

remediation rates                        

A     I      T     P

• College-level 

performance on AP 

and/or IB exams                       

A     I      T     P

• Timely credit  

accumulation                       

A     I      T     P                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

• Credit recovery                       

A     I      T     P

Course completion & success 

Performance on anchor assessment(s) can signal college and career 

readiness. Performance on exams in lower grades can provide 

indicators of progress toward readiness, triggering needed supports 

an interventions.

Achievement 

• Graduation                        

A     I      T     P

*when necessary quality control mechanisms have been established

While most states are moving toward calculating and reporting the 

cohort graduation rate, far too few are holding schools and districts 

accountable for improving their rates. States that have an opt-out 

provision for their college- and career-ready course of study should 

include both the percentage of students who earn a regular diploma 

and the percentage who earn a college- and career-ready diploma in 

the accountability system and establish an expectation that both 

rates will increase. States should consider how to incorporate data 

on college-going and remediation into their accountability systems. 

Successfully completing a rigorous core curriculum is essential for 

success in higher education and the workforce.  Schools need to 

monitor progress toward completion of the core curriculum. This 

requires timely information on credit accumulation, so they can 

provide support to students at risk of failing, and help students who 

do fail courses to recover needed credits in a timely manner.

• Earning a college- and 

career-ready diploma                                   

A     I      T     P

Designing a College & Career-Ready Accountability System

If college and career readiness is the goal for all students, the indicators used to evaluate high school performance should reflect that core goal. We 

recommend that states build their accountability systems around three types of indicators: completion of and success in the college- and career-

ready course of study , achievement , and attainment . Readiness should not be viewed as a fixed state where students either make it or they don’t. 

We recommend that states design their information and accountability systems in a manner that reflects a continuum of whether students are 

progressing toward , meeting  and exceeding  college and career readiness. By creating a continuum of indicators, states can accomplish two things 

that most accountability systems today do not. First, they can ensure that students who are identified as off-track get the attention and resources 

they need to get back on-track before it’s too late. Second, they avoid a situation where the floor becomes the ceiling and instead provide incentives 

for students who achieve the college and career readiness standard earlier in high school to continue to strive for more. 

Along the way 

toward college & 

career readiness 

Meeting college & 

career readiness

Exceeding college- & 

career readiness 

In each cell please circle the letter(s) that represent appropriate use of the indicator for your state system.                                 

A= Core School and/or District-Level Accountability Determination      I= Incentives & Rewards                                                                                    

T= Trigger supports, interventions and inform diagnostic review     P= Public Reporting      

Appropriate & Effective Uses of College & Career-Ready Indicators


