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1. What will the Common Core State Standards mean for students? 
2. How will the standards impact teachers? 
3. Will the Common Core State Standards be updated? 
4. Will common assessments be developed? 
5. Will CCSSO and NGA Center be creating common instructional materials and curricula? 
6. What is the role of the federal government in standards implementation? 

 
 

1. What will the Common Core State Standards mean for students? 
 

The standards will provide more clarity about and consistency in what is expected of student 
learning across the country. Currently, every state has its own set of academic standards, 
meaning public education students at the same grade level in different states may be expected 
to achieve at different levels. This initiative will allow states to share information effectively and 
help provide all students with an equal opportunity for an education that will prepare them to go 
to college or enter the workforce, regardless of where they live. Common standards will not 
prevent different levels of achievement among students, but they will ensure more consistent 
exposure to materials and learning experiences through curriculum, instruction, and teacher 
preparation among other supports for student learning. In a global economy, students must be 
prepared to compete with not only their peers in the next state, but also with students from 
around the world.  

 
2. How will the standards impact teachers? 

 
The standards will provide important goals for teachers to ensure they are preparing students 
for success in college and the workforce. They will help teachers develop and implement 
effective strategies for their students by providing benchmarks for skills and knowledge that their 
students should have by the end of the year. The standards will help colleges and professional 
development programs better prepare teachers; provide the opportunity for teachers to be 
involved in the development of assessments linked to these top quality standards; allow states 
to develop and provide better assessments that more accurately measure whether or not 
students have learned what was taught; and guide educators toward curricula and teaching 
strategies that will give students a deep understanding of the subject and the skills they need to 
apply their knowledge. 

 
3. Will the Common Core State Standards be updated? 

 
Yes. There will be an ongoing state-led development process to continuously improve the 
standards. 

 
4. Will common assessments be developed? 

 
Like adoption of the standards, it will be up to the states: some states plan to come together 
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voluntarily to develop a common assessment system, based on the Common Core State 
Standards. A state-led consortium on assessment would be grounded in the following principles: 
allow for comparison across students, schools, districts, states and nations; create economies 
of scale; provide information and support more effective teaching and learning; and prepare 
students for college and careers. Instructional materials and curricula are key components to 
making standards usable and real in the classroom.  

 
5. Will CCSSO and NGA Center be creating common instructional materials and curricula? 

 
States that adopt the standards may choose to work together to develop instructional materials 
and curricula. As states join together to adopt the same common core, publishers of 
instructional materials and experienced educators will develop new resources around these 
shared standards. Working together will allow states the opportunity to share best thinking and 
practices as well as pool resources in their efforts to ensure that teachers have the tools they 
need to successfully implement these standards. 

 
6. What is the role of the federal government in standards implementation? 

 
The federal government has had no role in the development of the Common Core State 
Standards; however, they will have an opportunity to support states as they begin adopting the 
standards. For example, the federal government can: 
 

• Support this effort through a range of tiered incentives, such as providing states with 
greater flexibility in the use of existing federal funds, supporting a revised state 
accountability structure, and offering financial support for states to implement the 
standards.  

• Provide long-term financial support for the development and implementation of 
common assessments, teacher and principal professional development, and research 
to help continually improve the standards over time.  

• Revise and align existing federal education laws with the lessons learned from the 
best of what works in other nations and from research. 

 


