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Efforts to Ensure the 
Teaching of Native 
American History

Considering the Options: 
Requirements, Recommendations, 

& Suggestions
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HB 1495’s Call to Action (2005)
It is the intent of the legislature to 
[educate]  the citizens of our 
state… about tribal history, 
culture, treaty rights, 
contemporary tribal and state 
government institutions and 
relations and the contribution of 
Indian nations to the state of 
Washington. 
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State Guidelines for Social Studies
Grade Level Content & Regional Focus for GLEs Possible CBAs*

K Self (near & far; now & then)

1 Families  (near & far; now & then)

2 Community  (near & far; now & then)

3 Culture: People, Places, and Environment
Cultural Contributions, Meeting Needs & 
Wants, Humans & the Environment

4 Washington State History (local tribal history)
Whose Rules?, Dig Deep-Analyzing 
Sources, People on the Move

5 US History (time immemorial to 1791)
You Decide, Causes of Conflict, What's the 
Big Idea?

6
World Geography & World History (Ancient 
Civilizations)

People on the Move, Why History?, 
Enduring Cultures, Meeting Needs & Wants

7
World History, continued (600 - 1450) &                  
Washington State History (local tribal history)

Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, Humans & 
the Environment, International Relations, 
Causes of Conflict 

8 US History & Government (primarily 19th Century)
Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances

9/10 World History (1450 to Present) 
Humans & the Environment, Causes of 
Conflict, Technology Through the Ages

11
US History & Government (primarily 20th & 21st 
Centuries)

Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances, Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, 
US Foreign Policy

12 Contemporary World Problems
Cultural Interactions, Government Revenue 
& Responsibility, You & the Economy
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Ensuring the Teaching of 
Native American History

Requirements
– Required State Standards (EALRs & GLEs)
– Required Assessments (CBAs)

Recommendations
– CBA Resources
– Tribal Sovereignty Unit
– Current WAC for Washington State History 

& Government
Suggestions
– GLE Suggested Unit Outlines
– GLE Examples
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Requirements
Standards (EALRs & GLEs) 

& Assessments (CBAs):
What does the state require 
schools to teach about tribes 

and tribal history?
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State’s Required 
Social Studies Standards

Social Studies EALR 4: HISTORY:  "The 
student understands and applies 
knowledge of historical thinking, 
chronology, eras, turning points, major 
ideas, individuals, and themes of local, 
Washington State, tribal, United States, 
and world history in order to evaluate 
how history shapes the present and 
future.”
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Required Elementary Standards (GLEs)
4th Grade CIVICS GLE 1.2.1 - Understands 
that governments are organized into local, 
state, tribal, and national levels.
4th Grade HISTORY GLE 4.1.2 -
Understands how the following themes and 
developments help to define eras in 
Washington State history from time 
immemorial to
1889:
– Growth of northwest coastal and plateau 

tribes prior to treaties (time immemorial to 
1854).
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Required Middle School Standards (GLEs)
7th Grade CIVICS GLE 1.2.1 - Understands 
and analyzes the structure, organization, and 
powers of government at the local, state, and 
tribal levels including the concept of tribal 
sovereignty.
7th Grade HISTORY GLE 4.1.2 Understands 
how the following themes and developments 
help to define eras in Washington State 
history from 1854 to the
present:
– Territory and treaty-making (1854-1889).
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Required High School 
Standards (GLEs)

12th Grade CIVICS GLE 1.2.3 -
Analyzes and evaluates the 
structures of state, tribal, and 
federal forms of governments by 
comparing them to those of other 
governments.



Effects of No Child Left Behind –
Center on Education Policy

2007 Survey
Average change in instructional time in 
elementary schools since 2002 (minutes 
per week):
– Reading: +140  
– Math: +87 
– Social Studies: - 76
– Science: - 75
– Art: - 57
– Gym: - 40



11

RCW 28A.230.095: 
By 2008-09, school districts shall have in 
place in elementary schools, middle
schools, and high schools assessments 
or other strategies to assure that students 
have an opportunity to learn the EALRs in 
social studies, the arts, and health and 
fitness

Required Social Studies Assessments
(CBAs)
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Recommendations
CBA Resources &

Tribal Sovereignty Unit:
What does the state recommend 

schools to teach about tribes 
and tribal history?
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OSPI’s Recommendations for 
the CBAs 

One Social Studies Classroom-
Based Assessment (CBA) per 
grade level or per social 
studies course (3rd-12th grade)
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One Possible K-12 Scope & Sequence 
for Social Studies with CBAs
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Recommended Resources 
for the CBAs

Point No Point Treaty Unit
– Created with expertise from Evergreen 

State College

Tribal Sovereignty Unit



Goal = All students in Washington 
will have the opportunity to study 
tribal sovereignty and its cultural and 
political history.

OSPI’s Recommended Unit -
Since Time Immemorial: 

Tribal Sovereignty 
in Washington State 



Elementary students will be able to:
– define tribal sovereignty.

Middle school students will be able to:
– understand that according to the US 

Constitution, treaties are “the supreme 
law of the land.”

High school students will be able to:
– recognize landmark court decisions 

and legislation that affected and 
continue to affect tribal sovereignty.

Recommended Objectives from 
Sovereignty Unit



Middle School Suggested 
Unit

BASIC LEVEL:

WA - Territory and Treaty 
Making (1854-1889) Objectives:

• Reviews concept of tribal 
sovereignty

• Recognizes the depth and 
breadth of tribal sovereignty of 
NW tribes pre-treaty times.

Suggested CBAs
“Causes of Conflict”

“Dig Deep”

Activities:
• Analyzes the conflict between 

Indian tribes and non-Indian 
settlers (Causes of Conflict)

• Analyzes oral and written 
accounts of treaty negotiations 
between local tribe/s in your area 
and the US Government (Dig 
Deep)

Integrated Approach: 
Outline from Tribal Sovereignty Unit 



Sample Resource from Tribal Sovereignty Materials
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Recommendations in 
State Regulations

WAC 392-410-120:
Washington state history and 
government … is encouraged to 
include information on the culture, 
history, and government of the 
American Indian people who were 
the first inhabitants of the state.
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Suggestions
GLE Examples & Suggested Unit 

Outlines:
What suggestions does the state make 

to schools with respect to teaching about 
tribes and tribal history?
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State Guidelines for Social Studies
Grade Level Content & Regional Focus for GLEs Possible CBAs*

K Self (near & far; now & then)

1 Families  (near & far; now & then)

2 Community  (near & far; now & then)

3 Culture: People, Places, and Environment
Cultural Contributions, Meeting Needs & 
Wants, Humans & the Environment

4 Washington State History (local tribal history)
Whose Rules?, Dig Deep-Analyzing 
Sources, People on the Move

5 US History (time immemorial to 1791)
You Decide, Causes of Conflict, What's the 
Big Idea?

6
World Geography & World History (Ancient 
Civilizations)

People on the Move, Why History?, 
Enduring Cultures, Meeting Needs & Wants

7
World History, continued (600 - 1450) &                  
Washington State History (local tribal history)

Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, Humans & 
the Environment, International Relations, 
Causes of Conflict 

8 US History & Government (primarily 19th Century)
Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances

9/10 World History (1450 to Present) 
Humans & the Environment, Causes of 
Conflict, Technology Through the Ages

11
US History & Government (primarily 20th & 21st 
Centuries)

Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances, Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, 
US Foreign Policy

12 Contemporary World Problems
Cultural Interactions, Government Revenue 
& Responsibility, You & the Economy
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Example: 
“In third grade… emphasis is on 
cultures in the United States, 
including the study of American 
Indians.
Suggested Unit Outlines for 3rd Grade
–First Nations of North America
–Cultures of North America
–Cultures in Our Community

Suggested Unit Outlines 
for GLEs
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Which strategy is 
most likely to 

succeed?
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How will we know what is 
working?

• Results from state pilot of the tribal 
sovereignty unit 

• (Participating Schools: Hood Canal Elementary, Lincoln 
Elementary, Kingston Middle School, Yelm Middle school, Fife High 
School, Neah Bay High School, Port Angeles High school, 
Suquamish Alternative High School -XeZusede, and schools in 
Marysville and Enumclaw)

• Reporting on the use of the CBAs
• Samples of student work?
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State Guidelines for Social Studies
Grade Level Content & Regional Focus for GLEs Possible CBAs*

K Self (near & far; now & then)

1 Families  (near & far; now & then)

2 Community  (near & far; now & then)

3 Culture: People, Places, and Environment
Cultural Contributions, Meeting Needs & 
Wants, Humans & the Environment

4 Washington State History (local tribal history)
Whose Rules?, Dig Deep-Analyzing 
Sources, People on the Move

5 US History (time immemorial to 1791)
You Decide, Causes of Conflict, What's the 
Big Idea?

6
World Geography & World History (Ancient 
Civilizations)

People on the Move, Why History?, 
Enduring Cultures, Meeting Needs & Wants

7
World History, continued (600 - 1450) &                  
Washington State History (local tribal history)

Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, Humans & 
the Environment, International Relations, 
Causes of Conflict 

8 US History & Government (primarily 19th Century)
Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances

9/10 World History (1450 to Present) 
Humans & the Environment, Causes of 
Conflict, Technology Through the Ages

11
US History & Government (primarily 20th & 21st 
Centuries)

Constitutional Issues, Checks & 
Balances, Dig Deep-Analyzing Sources, 
US Foreign Policy

12 Contemporary World Problems
Cultural Interactions, Government Revenue 
& Responsibility, You & the Economy



Ideas? Feedback?

Contact Information
Caleb.Perkins@k12.wa.us  
(360) 725-6351
www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/SocStudies

Washington State Council for Social 
Studies:
– www.wscss.org
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