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ESSB 5414 – REDESIGN OF THE 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

PROGRESS AND PLANNED 
ACTIVITIES
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ESSB 5414 (now RCW 28A.300.041)

Legislation to redesign the assessment system 

 One component of the assessment system should be 
instructionally supportive formative assessments;

 A second component of the assessment system should be a 
state-administered summative achievement assessment;

 The assessment system should include classroom-based 
assessments, which may be formative, summative, or both;

 Preservice and ongoing training should be provided for 
teachers and administrators;

 Data should be collected for all state-required statewide 
assessments 

 The superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with 
the state board of education, shall begin design and 
development of an overall assessment system that meets the 
principles and characteristics described in this section
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Establishing a Context for Action
OSPI commissioned a review paper
by Dr. Ryan to elaborate on the 
requirements of ESSB 5414 and to 
provide a research context for next 
steps.

(A draft copy accompanies this Board
presentation; final to be posted soon
to the OSPI Web site.) 

The following slides focus on activities
having to do with the redesign of the
state’s Formative and Summative
assessments



3.18.2010  |  Slide 4

O
FF

IC
E 

O
F 

SU
PE

R
IN

TE
N

D
EN

T 
O

F 
PU

BL
IC

 IN
ST

R
U

C
TI

O
N

D
iv

is
io

n 
of

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t a

nd
 S

tu
de

nt
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n
Instructionally Supportive Formative 
Assessments

Accomplishments
 Established a Department of Classroom Assessment 

Integration within the assessment division
o Director-level leadership
o Responsible for K-12 formative assessments, Collection of Evidence, 

new Kindergarten skills inventory

 Statewide Formative Assessment Symposium Feb. 1-2
o National Expert Panel plus input from 150 educator/stakeholders 

from across the state
o Follow-up strategy meetings with Planning Team of 30 educators

 Development of Interim Assessment Tools
o Fall mathematics pilot:  “fluency of operations” in grades 2-5

 Member of multi-state “MOSAIC” formative assessment 
consortium
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Instructionally Supportive Formative 
Assessments

Planned Activities
 Development of Interim Assessment Tools

o Pilot of classroom-based mathematics tests:  “mathematics 
operations” in grades 2-5 with supporting intervention strategies

 Pilot a Professional Development Program 
o Selected schools with readiness to use a “professional learning 

community” model
o See Ryan paper on formative assessment as a process
o Use of formative assessment strategies to improve instruction
o Expanding to more schools and to online social network
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State-Administered Summative Assessments

Accomplishments
 Redesigned state assessments to reduce testing time and costs

o Reading (Gr. 3-8, HS); Science (Gr. 5, 8, HS); Math (HS)
o Maintaining rigor, reliability, validity (see next slide)

 New Gr. 3-8 Mathematics tests, aligned to new standards
o New standard setting in August (discussed later)

 Voluntary online testing in Gr. 6-8 Reading and Mathematics
o About 25% of students and of schools participating
o Expanding to Gr. 5 Reading/Math and Gr. 7 Writing in 2011

 Future tests under development:
o High school end-of-course mathematics tests for 2011
o Gr. 5 and 8 science tests aligned to new standards for 2011
o High school end-of-course biology test for 2012
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Gr 3 Gr 4 Gr 5 Gr 6 Gr 7 Gr 8 HS
Equate 2009 to 

2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

READ

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

SCI

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

MATH

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Equate 2009 to 
2008

Quality Assurance in a “Typical Year”:
Test Equating
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Quality Assurance for 2010:  

Multiple Comparability Studies
Gr 3 Gr 4 Gr 5 Gr 6 Gr 7 Gr 8 HS

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align HSPE to 
Content Stds

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Equate Onl ine 
to P/P

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align new MSP 
to Content Stds

Align HSPE to 
Content Stds

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Concordance 
betw. '09 and '10

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align MSP to 
Content Stds

Align HSPE to 
Content Stds

Bui ld new '10 
P/P sca le and 

cuts

Build new '10 
scale and cuts

READ

MATH

SCI

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Build new '10 
scale and cuts

Build new '10 
scale and cuts

Bui ld new '10 
P/P sca le and 

cuts

Bui ld new '10 
P/P sca le and 

cuts

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009

Equate 2010 to 
2009
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State-Administered Summative Assessments

Planned Activities
 Expanded online testing in 2011

o Expanding to Gr. 5 Reading/Math 
o Gr. 7 Writing,  partnering with NAEP on use of writing tool

 Tests being developed:
o High school end-of-course mathematics tests for 2011
o Gr. 5 and 8 science tests aligned to new standards for 2011
o High school end-of-course biology test for 2012

 Consideration of “Colorado Growth Model” for reading and 
mathematics
o Measures individual student growth and provides growth trajectories
o Does not require a vertical scale; could implement immediately
o Model will be reviewed at next National TAC meeting
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