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Discussion of Major Recommendations

• Prototypical School Structure

• Baseline

• Implementation

• Revenue Options

• Key Policy Implications of the FFTWG 
Recommendations
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FFTWG: Crosswalk Should Reflect 
Reality
• Planning time and instructional time assumptions 

used to calculate class size are based on examples of 
current operations in schools

• These assumptions are not intended to be a 
statement about what the state funds; rather, they 
reflect what the state funding can purchase in the 
current operating environment



K-12 Financial Resources
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Slide 5
01/11/2010

FFTWG: Crosswalk Should Reflect 
Reality
 Teacher schedules include planning time: 13% 

elementary and 17% secondary 
– Elementary is based on typical day; Secondary is 1 period out of 

6 for planning time

– Drives 15.5% and 20% increase in teachers respectively

 The percentages in these examples assume the following 
instructional days
– 5.6 hours in elementary, which equates to 1,008 hours over 180 

days

– 6 periods in middle and high schools, which equates to 1,080 
hours over 180 days
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What This Means…
Class Size is the Balancer
• Lower Assumption re: # Hours Provided Today = 

Lower Class Size

• Higher Assumption re: # Hours Provided Today = 
Higher Class Size

FFTWG question came down to, should:
• crosswalk reflect actual class size today? OR

• crosswalk reflect long-standing assumptions 
regarding the number of hours that state pays for? 

FFTWG recommends reflecting actual class 
sizes today
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Transition to Opportunity for Core 24

While baseline includes over 1,000/1,080 hours 
for elementary/secondary schools, the FFTWG 
anticipates costs associated with implementation 
of Core 24 or Opportunity for Core 24 and the 
associated specific course requirements:

– Some schools are offering fewer total hours than 
assumed.

– Students will need additional instructional 
opportunities to successfully meet more 
requirements.
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QEC January 2010 Recommendations
1. Do not decrease funding in 2009-10

2. Adopt Crosswalk/Baseline

3. 3-year phase-in of Transportation, beginning 2011-12

4. 3-year phase-in of NERC, beginning 2011-12

5. 7-year phase-in of Full-day Kindergarten

6. 5-year phase-in of K-3 Class Size to 1:15, beginning 
2011-12

7. 3-year phase-in of Early Learning for at-risk 3&4  year 
olds, beginning 2011-12

8. Other recommendations in report:

http://www.k12.wa.us/QEC/default.aspx



PHASE-IN RECOMMENDATIONS
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Priority for First Four Years
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Class Size Reduction
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Student Support
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Early Childhood Education
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Professional Development
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Support for Struggling Students
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Non-Employee Related Costs
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Draft Summary of Recommendations
• First Four Years

– Counselors

– Transitional Bilingual or ELL Program

– Technology

– Class Size Reduction for All Students

• Incremental Increase
– Learning Improvement Day

– All Day Kindergarten

– Early Learning Programs 

• Last Four Years
– Librarian/Media Specialist

– Health Services Staff

– Instructional Coaches

– Instructional Aides

– Learning Assistance Program
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Areas of Agreement for Phase-in

18

# Budget Elements FFWG NBCT AGOAC
1 Reduce Class Size for High Poverty Schools I F I
2 Reduce Class Size for all Grades S F S
3 Reduce Class Size Further for CTE, AP/IB, and Lab Sciences S S S
4 All-day Kindergarten I F F
5 Early Learning programs for at-risk youth S F F
6 9 New Learning Improvement Days I I S
7 Mentor Program for New Teachers F F F
8 New Staffing for LAP program I S F
9 New Staffing for ELL Program F S F

10 Increase Librarians S S S
11 Increase Guidance Counselors F S F
12 Increase Health Services Staff (School Nurses & Social Workers) S S F
13 Instructional Coach F I I
14 Instructional Aides I S I
15 Office Support (Secretaries, Data, Enrollment); non-instructional Aides F N/A N/A
16 Maintenance (custodians, buildings, grounds) S N/A N/A
17 Student, Staff, and Facility Security F N/A N/A
18 MSOC - Textbook and Consumable Curriculum F I F
19 MSOC - Technology F S I
20 MSOC - Library, PD, U&I, Districtwide support, Facilities & Main. F N/A N/A

F – First Four Years I – Incremental     S – Second Four Years     N/A – Not Applicable
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Contact Information
• QEC website: 

http://www.k12.wa.us/QEC/default.aspx

• Funding Formula Working Group website: 
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/k12funding/

• Jennifer Priddy, OSPI:  
jennifer.priddy@k12.wa.us

• Isabel Muñoz-Colón, OSPI: 

isabel.munoz-colon@k12.wa.us

• Cal Brodie, OSPI: 

cal.brodie@k12.wa.us
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