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BACKGROUND: 

In 2005, the Legislature transferred responsibility to create a statewide accountability 
system from the Academic Achievement, and Accountability (A+) Commission to the 
State Board of Education (SBE). The final report from Washington Learns asks the 
Board to create recommendations for this accountability system by December 2007. A 
work plan is attached to begin the accountability tasks. The plan includes a background 
piece on the accountability issues as well as specific activities and milestones. 
 
Staff will conduct work to provide State Board members and Legislators with thoughtful, 
well-researched policy options and recommendations for improving Washington State’s 
accountability and management systems to review educational outcomes and raise 
student achievement. This work is dependent on additional resources (especially for the 
use of consultants and public forums). We have requested funding from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation and the Legislature to complete the work.   
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