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BACKGROUND:

In 2005, the Legislature transferred responsibility to create a statewide accountability
system from the Academic Achievement, and Accountability (A+) Commission to the
State Board of Education (SBE). The final report from Washington Learns asks the
Board to create recommendations for this accountability system by December 2007. A
work plan is attached to begin the accountability tasks. The plan includes a background
piece on the accountability issues as well as specific activities and milestones.

Staff will conduct work to provide State Board members and Legislators with thoughtful,
well-researched policy options and recommendations for improving Washington State’s
accountability and management systems to review educational outcomes and raise
student achievement. This work is dependent on additional resources (especially for the
use of consultants and public forums). We have requested funding from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and the Legislature to complete the work.



DRAFT WORK PLAN FOR STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ON ACCOUNTABILITY
DISCUSSION FOR NOVEMBER 2006 BOARD MEETING

The Board’s Responsibility:

In 2005, the Legislature transferred responsibility to create a statewide accountability system
from the Academic Achievement and Accountability (A+) Commission to the State Board of
Education (SBE). The final report from Washington Learns asks the Board to create
recommendations for this accountability system by December 2007.

Statement of the Problem:
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o Reasons for the incomplete implementation of accountability systems include:

= There is a lack of coherence with the imposition of NCLB on top of the prior state
system, which has created a patchwork of different state and federal requirements. -
The state has little authority to intervene except to withhold funds under NCLB.

= Unsuccessful efforts by the state’s former A+ Commission in working with state
policy makers and the public to adopt additional components of a statewide
accountability system.

= Tension between local and state control.
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= State resourceg‘ o assist under-performing school districts; monitor, document,
and report the performance of all schools; identify promising practices; examine
the reliability and validity of alternative assessments; identify human resource
issues and professional development needs.
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Objective for Board and Staff Work:

‘Conduct work to provide State Board members and Legislators with thoughtful, well-
researched policy options and recommendations for improving Washington State’s

accountability and management systems to review educational outcomes and raise student

achievement.

Specific activities and milestones will include:

Form stakeholder advisory group to assist with project
Hire research associate |
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Assess state capacity to provide assistance to school districts
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Assess the quality of data available and needed management and
information systems to improve flow of information and use of
performance data for school districts as well as individual schools
Identify incentives for rewarding performance

Examine goals for dropout reduction and graduation improvement

Spring —
Summer 2007

Draft recommendations

Late Summer

3-5 regional forums for public engagement :
convene interested education policy make

Late Fall 2007
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