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Synopsis: Cinda Parton, OSPI Assessment staff, and Dr. Tom Hirsch, an OSPI contractor, will provide an
explanation of the OSPI- proposed process for setting the Biology cut scores for Board
review/approval.
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Standard Setting for the Biology End-of-Course (EOC) Exam

Background

The 2009 Science Learning Standards will be assessed on the 2012 Biology End-of-Course
exam. Standard setting panels will be convened to make a recommendation for the cut scores
on these tests.

OSPI will present the plan for conducting the standard setting process in 2012 for the Board’s
approval. Standard setting panels were convened in the summer of 2011 to make
recommendations to the Board on the cut scores for the Science Measurements of Student
Progress in grades 5 and 8 and for the Algebra 1/Integrated Math 1 and Geometry/Integrated
Math 2 EOCs. OSPI is planning to follow essentially the same process in 2012 as was followed
for the standard setting that occurred in 2011.

Later this year, SBE will approve the scores students must achieve in order to meet
performance standards. This briefing on the standard setting process will give SBE an
opportunity to review and ask questions about the standard setting process.

Expected Action

The Board will be asked to approve the standard setting plan. The Board will approve cut scores
in August 2012, based on the recommendations of the standard setting panels.
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