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Presentation Roadmap

Washington State Board of Education

 Changing Landscape of Education

 Enrollment and demographic changes

 Examining performance gaps

 Through the lens of the Achievement Index

 Through System Health Indicators

 Preschool through High School Graduation

 Student performance over time is the indicator of System 

Health



School Enrollment Increases

Washington State Board of Education
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Demographics Are Changing

Washington State Board of Education
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More Low Income Students

Washington State Board of Education
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Bilingual Program Increases

Washington State Board of Education

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

N
u

m
b

e
r

 o
f 

S
tu

d
e

n
ts

WELPA Enrollment

Grade 3

Grade 8



Enrollment Change by Race/Ethnicity

Washington State Board of Education
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Changing Demography - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

Measure Change Possible Impact to Education System

Enrollment Increasing • Increase class sizes

Hispanic/Latino 
Population

Increasing • Enhance classroom/cultural diversity

Bilingual 
Population

Increasing

• Staffing challenges
• Lower pass rates on MSP/HSPEs
• Lower graduation rates
• Higher assessment costs

FRL Population Increasing

• Higher mobility
• Lower pass rates on MSP/HSPEs
• Lower graduation rates
• Increase educational costs



Washington State Board of Education

Index Website https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/WAI

https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/WAI


Washington State Board of Education
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Index Rating Gaps

Washington State Board of Education
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Proficiency Index Rating Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Growth Model (SGPs) by Race/Ethnicity

Washington State Board of Education
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SGPs Over Time

Washington State Board of Education
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Growth Index Rating Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Graduation Index Rating Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Shifting Winds - Reform

Washington State Board of Education

 Basic Education Task Force (2007-08) – Recommended 

revised definition of basic education and funding 

enhancements.

 ESHB 2261 (2009) -- Adopted new definition of basic 

education and new funding methodology.

 SHB 2776 (2010) -- Made major commitments to enhance 

basic education funding over a phase-in period, culminating in 

2017-18 school year.

 ESSB 5491 (2013) – tasked the SBE with monitoring and 

reporting on Educational System Health Indicators.



ESHB 2261 - 2009

Washington State Board of Education

• Revised the definition of 

basic education

o Increased instructional hours

o Increased high school 

graduation requirements

o Funded and fully 

implemented by 2018

o Staff funding on the basis of 

“prototypical schools.”



SHB 2776 - 2010

Washington State Board of Education

• Specified the prototypical school funding formula

• average class size by grade

• allocations for specific types of staff

• specific non-staff costs

• Required specific funding enhancements to basic 

education on schedules set in law:

• K-3 class size reduction

• new pupil transportation funding formula

• phase-in of full-day kindergarten, statewide

• materials, supplies, operating costs (MSOC)



SHB 2776

Washington State Board of Education



SHB 2776 – Estimated Costs of Implementation
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I-1351

Washington State Board of Education

 Reduces class sizes for all grade levels beyond those set 
in SB 2776.
 Sets high-poverty class sizes in statute beyond grade 3

 Also changes ratios for administrators, student support staff, and 
other building staff

 Requires that funds distributed for the decreased class 
sizes be spent on smaller classes.
 Unless there are capital restrictions, then may be spent on additional 

staff with direct student contact

 Requires that funding allocations be increased by 50% of 
the amount needed for full implementation in the 2015-
2017 biennium, and the remainder be funded in the 
2017-2019 biennium.



ESSB 5491 – SBE Authority

Washington State Board of Education

 The State Board of 

Education shall…

 Identify realistic but 

challenging performance 

goals

 Submit a biennial report 

on the status of each 

indicator



Previous Work Under ESSB 5491

Washington State Board of Education

 As required under ESSB 

5491, the SBE submitted the 

initial report on December 1, 

2013 describing:

 The status of each indicator 

specified in ESSB 5491,

 The goals for each indicator, 

and

 Recommended revised 

indicators



ESSB 5491 – SBE Requirement

Washington State Board of Education

 If the educational system is 

not on target…or

 If not in the top 10 percent 

nationally…or

 If not comparable to Peer 

States…the SBE must

Recommend evidence-based 

reforms intended to improve 

student achievement in that 

area. 



Peer States

Washington State Board of Education

 Colorado

 Connecticut (5)

 Maryland (8)

 Massachusetts (1)

 Minnesota (6)

 New Jersey (2)

 North Carolina

 Virginia (10)



A Word About This Work

Washington State Board of Education

 Presentation focus’ on

 Performance

 Gaps (Race/Ethnicity and Poverty)

 We have to make the education system work for the 

children we have.

 How do we know the system is working?

 Career and college ready for all



Educational System Health Indicators

Washington State Board of Education

https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/WAI

https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/WAI


Opportunity Gaps

Washington State Board of Education

 Family Structure

 Parent(s) Education

 Parent(s) Employment

 Housing

 Poverty

 Health

 Language

 Mobility

I hope the system works for us!



Employment Stress

Washington State Board of Education
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Children in Washington living in families 
under employment stress is comparable 

to the national average.

Children in Washington living in families 
under employment stress is the second 

highest of all the Peer States.



Poverty by Race/Ethnicity

Washington State Board of Education
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Early Childhood Education - Participation

Washington State Board of Education
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Preschool – Opportunity to Learn

Washington State Board of Education
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Preschool Access - Peer State Comparison

Washington State Board of Education
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Among the Peer State comparison group, 
Washington is the lowest with respect to 
the percentage of impoverished children 

accessing preschool.



Preschool Access by Poverty

Washington State Board of Education
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Early Childhood Education - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 In Washington

 Children attend preschool at a lower rate than all the other 

Peer States

 Hispanic/Latino children attend preschool at a far lower rate 

than Asians, Whites, or Two or More Races

 Children in poverty attend preschool at a lower rate than all 

the other Peer States

 Children in poverty attend preschool at a far lower rate than 

children not in poverty and this gap is widening

 GAPS ARE ALREADY ESTABLISHED



Kindergarten Readiness

Washington State Board of Education
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Kindergarten Readiness Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Kindergarten Readiness

Washington State Board of Education
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WaKIDS - Opportunity Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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WaKIDS - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 Two levels of performance are evident based on Targeted 

Subgroup membership

 Substantially lower performance is evident for Low Income, 

Bilingual, and Special Education students

 Performance is increasing but Gaps are widening

 Poverty Gap is larger than the Race/Ethnicity Gap



3rd Grade Literacy – Performance Gap
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3rd Grade Literacy – Race/Ethnicity Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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3rd Grade Literacy – Poverty Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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3rd Grade Literacy - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 Two performance levels are clearly delineated

 Not Targeted Subgroup (80 percent Meet/Exceed Standards

 Targeted Subgroup (60 percent Meet/Exceed Standards)

 The performance levels of Not Low Income and Low 

Income groups mimic the subgroups based on Race and 

Ethnicity

 The Gaps based on Race/Ethnicity and Poverty are 

substantial and unchanged over the previous 5 years.



High School Readiness – Performance Gap
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High School Readiness

Washington State Board of Education
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High School Readiness

Washington State Board of Education
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High School Readiness – Poverty Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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High School Readiness - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 A rigorous indicator as only about 44 percent of all students 

meet this benchmark

 Two performance levels based on Targeted Subgroup 

membership are evident

 Both the Poverty and Race/Ethnicity Gaps increased 

slightly



Graduation Rates - Subgroups

Washington State Board of Education
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Graduation Rate – Performance Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Graduation Rate – Race/Ethnicity Gap

Washington State Board of Education
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Graduation Rate – FRL Status
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Graduation Rate - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 The 4-Year Graduation dropped 1.2 percentage points 
in 2013 as compared to 2012.

 A wide range of performance levels based on 
subgroup membership are evident.

 The gap measures are mixed:
 The Graduation Gap based on Race/Ethnicity declined 1.2 

percentage points over the previous three years

 The Graduation Gap based on Poverty increased 1.8 
percentage points over the same three-year period.



Access to Quality Schools
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Quality of High School Diploma
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Quality of High School Diploma

Washington State Board of Education
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Preschool Access - Peer State Comparison

Washington State Board of Education
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Among the Peer State comparison group, 
Washington is the lowest with respect to 
the percentage of impoverished children 

accessing preschool.



National and Peer State Comparison

NAEP 4th Grade Reading

Washington State Board of Education

 4th Grade Reading

 Mean SS = 225

 Tied for 14th highest in US

 2nd lowest of the Peer States

 10-Year gain = 4 points

 Tied for 18th highest in US

 Performance is at the:

 70th percentile nationally

 Not comparable to Peer 

States
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National and Peer State Comparison

NAEP 4th Grade Math

Washington State Board of Education

 4th Grade Math

 Mean SS = 246

 Tied for 9th highest in US

 2nd lowest of the Peer States

 10-Year gain = 8 points

 Tied for 20th highest in US

 Performance is at the:

 82nd percentile nationally

 Comparable to Peer States
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National and Peer State Comparison

NAEP 8th Grade Reading

Washington State Board of Education

 8th Grade Reading

 Mean SS = 272

 Tied for 7th highest in US

 10-Year gain = 8 points

 Tied for 8th highest in US

 Performance is at the:

 86th percentile nationally

 Comparable to Peer States
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National and Peer State Comparison

NAEP 8th Grade Math

Washington State Board of Education

 8th Grade Math

 Mean SS = 290

 Tied for 7th highest in US

 10-Year gain = 9 points

 Tied for 14th highest in US

 Performance is at the:

 86th percentile nationally

 Comparable to Peer States

275

280

285

290

295

300

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013
A

v
e

r
a

g
e

 S
c

a
le

d
 S

c
o

r
e

8th Grade NAEP Math

US Average

Peer State Average

Washington



National and Peer State Comparison

4-Year Graduation Rate

Washington State Board of Education

 2011 ACGR = 76 percent

 12th lowest

 24th percentile

 2nd lowest of Peer States

 2012 ACGR = 77 percent

 Tied for 17th lowest

 34th percentile

 2nd lowest of Peer States

 2013 ACGR = 76 percent

 Not in the top 10 percent 

nationally

 Not comparable to Peer 

State performance



HS Diploma Quality - Comparison

Washington State Board of Education

0

20

40

60

80

100

2-Year 4-Year

P
e

r
c

e
n

t 
o

f 
S

tu
d

e
n

ts

Students Bypassing 
Remedial College Coursework

US Average

Peer State Average

Washington



Comparisons - Synopsis

Washington State Board of Education

 Early Childhood Education not comparable to Peer 

States

 WaKIDS – not meeting targets

 4th Grade NAEP - Not in top 10 percent nationally, partly 

comparable to Peer States

 8th Grade NAEP - Close to 90th percentile nationally and 

comparable to Peer States

 HS Graduation – not high nationally and not 

comparable to Peer States

 Remediation – national rating and comparable to peers



Next Questions

Washington State Board of Education

 Are these be best indicators?

 Given where we are at and where we are going

 What types of evidence-based reform should we consider 

recommending?


