
 

Prepared for the March 5-6, 2014 Board Meeting 

 

 

Title: Spokane Charter School Update 

As Related To:   Goal One: Effective and accountable P-13 
governance. 

  Goal Two: Comprehensive statewide K-12 
accountability.  

  Goal Three: Closing achievement gap. 
 

  Goal Four: Strategic oversight of the K-12 
system. 

  Goal Five: Career and college readiness 
for all students.  

  Other  
 
 

Relevant To 
Board Roles: 

  Policy Leadership 
  System Oversight 
  Advocacy 

 

  Communication 
  Convening and Facilitating 

 

Policy 
Considerations / 
Key Questions: 

1. Did Spokane school district apply rigorous standards to evaluation to its first set of charter 
school applications, and base decisions on documented evidence collected through the 
application review process? 

2. In approving the application of PRIDE Prep and denying others, has the district given priority 
to charter schools that will serve at-risk students, particularly in certain parts of the district? 

3. How will the district carry out its duties for monitoring and oversight of the charter school it 
has approved for opening in fall 2015? 

Possible Board 
Action: 

  Review     Adopt 
  Approve     Other 

 

Materials 
Included in 
Packet: 

  Memo 
  Graphs / Graphics 
  Third-Party Materials 
  PowerPoint 

 

Synopsis: Spokane Public Schools was approved by the SBE as an authorizer of charter schools in 
September 2013, and announced its first charter school approval in January 2014.  Steven 
Gering, Chief Academic Officer, and Jeannette Vaughn, Director of Innovative Programs and 
Charter Schools, will provide a presentation to the Board on the district’s process for evaluation of 
charter applications and decisions on approval or denial of the applications received.  The district 
representatives will discuss its approval of PRIDE Prep charter school for opening in fall of 2015, 
and its plan for oversight and monitoring of school performance.   Dr. Gering and Ms. Vaughan will 
also discuss the role of charter schools in the overall strategic plan of the district.  The presenters 
will engage in discussion with Board members on matters related to the district’s charter-related 
activities. 
 

 
 

 



 

Teaching & Learning Services 

200 North Bernard Street 
Spokane, WA   99201-0282 

phone (509) 354-5966 

fax (509) 354-5965 

www.spokaneschools.org 

 

State Board of Education Presentation Outline 
Spokane Public Schools 

Dr. Steven Gering and Ms. Jeannette Vaughn 
March 6, 2014 

 
 
Authorizer Process 

o Application to become a district authorizer 

o Community relations related to authorization  

Charter School Application Process 
o Request for Proposals – how needs were determined 

o Support from National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) 

o Process of authorization  

o Next steps now that we’ve authorized a charter school 

Related Items 
o College Ready District/Charter Compact 

o Collaboration with WA Charters and SPS Fellow 

o Funding support and internal budget dedication 

o Innovative program work within SPS 

 

Q&A with the Board 

 
 



 

Department of Teaching and Learning 

200 North Bernard Street 

Spokane, WA  99201-0282 

phone (509) 354-5966 

fax (509) 354-5965 

www.spokaneschools.org 

 
 
Steven Gering 
Chief Academic Officer, Spokane Public Schools 
 
Steven Gering has been involved in education for the past 20 years. He has his B.S. in Biology from 
the University of Puget Sound, his Master’s degree in Education from Harvard, and his doctorate 
in Education from the University of Washington. He has been a teacher for his first four years and 
a school and district administrator for the past sixteen years in a number of school districts. In his 
most recent role as Chief Academic Officer, Steven has responsibility for improving student 
achievement in Spokane Public Schools and serves as a member of the Superintendent's Staff. This 
leadership position works with building administrators, central office instructional, staff and 
members of the assessment department to monitor programs, materials, and professional 
development in order to boost achievement for each child in Spokane Public Schools. He currently 
lives in Spokane, Washington with his wife and three children. 

 
 
 
Jeannette Vaughn 
Director of Innovative Programs, Spokane Public Schools 
 
Jeannette Vaughn is the Director of Innovative Programs for Spokane Public Schools, responsible 
for both charter authorization/oversight and development of the district’s Portfolio of Options.  
Spokane is the first, and currently only, district authorizer in Washington. Prior to joining 
Spokane Public Schools in October 2013, she was a charter operator and served as Executive 
Director of Albert Einstein Academies Charter School in San Diego, California.  During her career 
she has mentored International Baccalaureate school leaders across North America, as well as new 
charter school leaders through the Charter Schools Development Center’s yearly Leadership 
Intensive Training. She holds her Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies from San Diego State 
University and her Master’s in Educational Technology from National University.   
 













 

 
 

CHARTER SCHOOL 
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

RCW 28A.710.150 

 
 Pursuant to RCW 28A.710.150(2), the Washington State Board of 
Education is required to certify that an Authorizer approved public charter 
school meets the limits for establishing new charter schools set forth in RCW 
28A.710.150(1).  This certification is required to be done before final 
authorization of the charter school.  

On January 22, 2014, the Board of Directors of Spokane Public School 
District approved PRIDE Prep Schools Charter School as a Washington Public 
Charter School for opening in the 2015-16 school year.  The school district 
submitted a timely report of the action taken to the SBE on January 30, 2014 
as required by RCW 28A.710.150(2).   

 The State Board of Education, as required by RCW 28A.710.150(2) and 
under the process prescribed in RCW 28A.710.150(3) and WAC 180-19-090, 
now certifies that Spokane Public School District’s approval of PRIDE Prep 
Schools Charter School as a Public Charter School for opening in 2015 is in 
compliance with the limits on the maximum number of charters allowed 
under RCW 28A.710.150(1). 

 DATED this 3rd day of February, 2014. 

 

      ____________________________________________ 
      Dr. Kristina Mayer, Chair 
      Washington State Board of Education 
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