
Statewide Indicators of the Educational System 
Next Steps
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In 2014, Washington’s early childhood education 
enrollment percentage was in the bottom quartile 
nationally.

3



Good News! 
Washington students performed well on the 

2016 Smarter Balanced (SBA) tests
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Washington was the 
highest performing on 

the 4th grade SBA in ELA.

Washington was the highest 
performing on the 8th grade 

SBA in math.
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8th Grade NAEP in Math
Performance by Student Group

 Free and Reduced Price 
Lunch (FRL) – a little 
higher than the national 
average

 Students with a Disability 
(SWD) – lower than the 
national average

 English Language Learner 
(ELL) – close to the 
national average
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The performance by 
other student groups 

approximates the 
national average. 
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Performance Gap in 8th Grade Math
(based on student poverty status)

The performance gap based on poverty status for Washington students is:

• higher than the national average

• but is the smallest of the peer states
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Performance Gap in 8th Grade Math
(based on student disability status)

 The lower performance of the SWD student group coupled with a strong 
overall performance of the All Students group and the Not SWD student 
group results in a large performance gap.

 The Not SWD – SWD performance gap on the 8th Grade NAEP in Math is the 
4th largest in the nation.

 The 4th grade performance gaps in reading and math approximate, but are a 
little larger than the national average.
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The Hispanic/Latino federal group 
masks several high performing 
subethnic groups from the Caribbean, 
South America, and Spain.
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Publication and Conversation
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More page views for the 
report in the weeks following 
publication than the day of. 



Statewide Indicators of the Education System

Draft Strategic Plan Goal 2.c.3: 
Engage in a process of inquiry to design explicit connections 
between data analysis projects and opportunities for policymaking 
and advocacy for the Board.

Direct link between the Statewide Indicator Report and the SBE 
Legislative Priorities. Policymaking and advocacy could 
additionally focus on:

Regular and non-normative student transitions for all student groups 
but especially for the most vulnerable and most in need, such as 
students with a disability, English learners, the homeless, and 
children in foster care.

Other thoughts?
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